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Start with the right idea

Affiliate income is a commission you earn when someone takes a tracked action after your
recommendation. That action may be a purchase, a booking, a subscription or a qualified lead.

The link is the easy part. The real work is choosing a useful niche, earning attention and helping the right
person make a good decision. A small trusted audience can outperform a large unfocused one.

The simple model
Choose. Pick one audience and one group of related problems.
Help. Create useful reviews, comparisons, tutorials and demonstrations.
Recommend. Offer a relevant product through your tracked affiliate link.

Measure. Track clicks, sales and earnings so you know what deserves more effort.

What this guide will help you build

A niche with real buyer questions

A shortlist of affiliate programmes that can pay you

A simple website or content channel that attracts useful traffic
A repeatable content and distribution routine

An affiliate programme for your own WooCommerce store if you sell products

Reality check. Income is not guaranteed. Treat the first month as a test of audience fit, useful content
and conversion rather than a search for instant passive income.
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Choose a niche that can earn

A good niche connects a specific group of people to problems they actively want to solve and products
that genuinely help them.

Use the audience problem product test

Write this sentence. | help [specific people] solve [specific problem] by comparing and demonstrating
[type of product].

Example. | help South African guesthouse owners choose affordable booking and marketing software by
showing short, practical demonstrations.

Score a niche before committing

m

You can name the person clearly, such as first time home bakers or small tourism
Who needs help

businesses
What do they ask They compare options, search for tutorials and worry about making the wrong purchase
What can you recommend Several reputable products or services solve the same family of problems
What can you create You can produce at least thirty useful pieces of content from real questions
Why trust you You can test, demonstrate, research or explain the topic better than a generic list

Beginner friendly niche examples

e Software and Al tools for small businesses

Travel planning and local experiences

Home cooking equipment and ingredients

Fitness equipment for small spaces

Photography and creator tools for smartphones
e |Learning resources for a specific school subject or job skill

Ruthless test. Do not choose a niche only because one programme pays a high commission. If the
audience is wrong, the product is weak or you cannot create credible content, the commission rate is
irrelevant.
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Choose your affiliate model

You do not need every type of programme. Choose the model that fits how your audience already
discovers and buys products.

mm

. You apply to one company and use its tracked A close match between your niche and one
Direct brand programme .
links trusted brand
One account gives access to several brand Testing related offers without managing man
Affiliate network g g ging o
programmes separate systems

Tutorials, business content and recurring

Software referrals You earn when a user starts or pays for a tool
software needs
Lead generation You earn for an approved enquiry or action Services with a longer buying decision
. . Travel, accommodation and experience
Booking referrals You earn after a completed booking P
content
Affiliates promote products in your store for a WooCommerce stores with proven products
Your own programme . .
commission and margin

Start narrow

Join two or three programmes that solve the same audience problem. This gives you enough choice to
compare offers without turning your content into a catalogue of random links.

A sensible first choice

Start with one product you have used or can properly demonstrate, one alternative for comparison and
one programme that pays through a method you can receive in South Africa.
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Find programmes that can work in South Africa

These are starting points, not automatic approvals. Verify country eligibility, payout details and current
terms inside the application before building content around an offer.

Its local affiliate page states monthly bank payments and

Travelstart South African travel content . L .
commissions on paid flight bookings
South Africais included in its affiliate geography and
Shopify Ecommerce and business education . ica s el nt 'ate geography
Impact can pay to bank or PayPal where supported
The programme covers WordPress com and related
WordPress com Websites, hosting and online business prog . .
Automattic products and is managed through Impact
A d part b Ltipl ;
PartnerStack Business software and SaaS pprove pa.r ners can browse muftiple programmes
payout providers depend on country
WooCommerce Look for direct programmes or network listings that match
Products sold by individual stores . prog g
brands your niche

What about Amazon

Amazon operates Associates programmes for specific marketplaces. Its official international list does
not currently show a South African Amazon co za Associates programme. Do not build a plan around a
local Amazon affiliate scheme unless Amazon officially adds and publishes one.

Three checks before you apply

The programme accepts your country and promotion method
You can receive its payout method and currency

Your existing content clearly serves the programme audience
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Choose offers worth promoting

The highest commission is not automatically the best offer. A useful product that converts reliably can
earn more than an expensive product nobody trusts.

Audience fit Would the person who follows me naturally need this product

Product quality Would | recommend it without a commission

Commission What action earns money and how much is paid

Tracking window How long after the click can a qualifying action be credited

Payout Which methods, currencies, thresholds and fees apply to my account
Reversals Can refunds, cancellations or unqualified leads remove commission
Promotion rules Are email, social media, paid ads, coupons or brand keywords restricted
Reporting Can | see clicks, approved actions and declined commission clearly

Use a simple decision

Promote an offer when it passes three tests: it helps your audience, you can explain it credibly and the
programme can pay you through a workable route. If any one of these fails, keep looking.

Apply with evidence

Programme managers want to see a real audience and a clear promotion plan. Provide your website or
strongest social profile, explain the niche, show examples of original content and describe where the
links will appear.
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Build a simple affiliate website

A website gives your best content a permanent home and lets people find it through search. It should
help the reader decide, not merely hold affiliate links.

The minimum useful website

A home page that states who the site helps

A focused category page for each important problem

Detailed reviews based on use, testing or careful research
Comparison pages for people choosing between two or more options
Tutorials that show how to get a result with the product

An about page, contact details and a clear affiliate disclosure

A page structure that converts
Name the problem. Show the reader they are in the right place.
Explain the choice. Describe what matters before comparing products.
Show evidence. Use screenshots, examples, demonstrations, strengths and limitations.
Recommend by situation. Say who each option is best for instead of declaring one universal winner.
Give the next step. Use one clear button or link near the relevant recommendation.

Ruthless test. A thin website with copied product descriptions and dozens of links has little reason to
rank or earn trust. Ten genuinely useful pages are a stronger starting point than one hundred shallow
ones.
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Create content that helps people buy well

Affiliate content works when it reduces confusion, risk or wasted time. Make the buying decision easier
and the commission becomes a natural result.

Review Is this product right for me Real use, screenshots, strengths, limitations and best fit
Comparison Which option suits my situation The same criteria applied fairly to each option

Best for guide What should a specific person choose Clear categories, reasons and alternatives

Tutorial How do | get this result A step by step demonstration using the product

Case study Did it work in a real situation Starting point, process, result and what changed
Resource page Which tools do you actually use A short curated list grouped by purpose

Use problem proof recommendation action
Problem. Name the situation the audience wants to improve.
Proof. Demonstrate the product or support the comparison with visible evidence.
Recommendation. Explain who should choose it and who should not.
Action. Invite the reader to check the current offer through your link.

Avoid pretending every product is excellent. Specific limitations increase trust and help the wrong buyer
leave before a refund reverses your commission.
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Distribute where your audience searches

Pick one main discovery channel and one owned destination. Your website or email list is the home
base; social platforms help people find it.

m

Detailed questions, reviews and .
Google search ] Send the reader to a useful article
comparisons

Demonstrations, tutorials and longer . . .
YouTube . g Link to the product or supporting article
comparisons

TikTok and Reels Fast discovery and short product proof Send interested viewers to one focused link page
Pinterest Visual ideas with longer discovery life Link a useful image or guide to the matching page

. Business tools, services and professional .
LinkedIn ducatio Use a practical lesson and relevant resource
education

Follow up with people who asked to hear

Send useful lessons and occasional relevant offers
from you

Email

Existing customers and communities where . .
WhatsApp . Share a useful answer, not an unsolicited link blast
sharing is welcome

Turn one useful idea into several assets

Publish one detailed website guide. Demonstrate the key choice in a YouTube video. Cut the strongest
lesson into short vertical videos. Send a concise email that links to the guide. Each item should stand on
its own and lead naturally to the same decision page.

Focus on buyer questions

e |s it worth the price

e Which option is best for a beginner

e Does it work in South Africa

e What does it cost after the trial

e What are the main limitations

e Howdo | setitup and get the first result
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Track what produces income

Views and clicks are clues, not the goal. Track the full path from content to qualified action so you can
improve what matters.

m What it means Useful response

Page views How many visits the content attracts Improve discovery and distribution
Link clicks How many people want to inspect the offer Improve relevance and call to action
Conversion rate What share of clicks become approved actions Improve audience fit and buying help
Approved commission What the programme accepts after checks Judge the offer using approved results
Earnings per click Approved commission divided by clicks Compare offers and pages fairly

Use tracking labels

Where the programme supports sub IDs or tracking labels, give each page, video or campaign a clear
name. Use UTM parameters for your own analytics. This tells you which content creates value instead of
merely attracting attention.

Review once a week

Which pages or videos produced the most qualified clicks
Which offer converted best after approval and refunds
Which question deserves a stronger or updated answer

Which weak offer should be replaced or removed
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Let affiliates sell your WooCommerce products

Yes. WordPress with WooCommerce can run an affiliate programme through a dedicated plugin. The
plugin tracks referrals while WooCommerce continues to process the sale.

Affiliate Program for Applications, links, creatives, commissions, reports and You want a WooCommerce focused

WooCommerce withdrawal requests inside WooCommerce system from the official marketplace

AffiliateWP A self hosted affiliate system that integrates with You want a broader established
WooCommerce and other WordPress tools WordPress affiliate platform

Affiliate links, coupons, QR referrals, customer referrals You want affiliates and customer

Affiliate and Referral .
and reporting referral features together

A simple setup

Install one plugin. Choose based on the features you will actually use and confirm current pricing
and support.

Set the commission. Use a percentage or fixed amount your product margin can afford.
Approve suitable affiliates. Look for audience fit and credible promotion methods.
Provide useful assets. Give affiliates product facts, images, demonstrations and clear offer links.

Test the full journey. Place a test order and confirm the click, sale, refund handling and payout
record.

Pay reliably. Publish a simple payout schedule and keep affiliates informed about approved
commission.

Ruthless test. Do not launch an affiliate programme to rescue a product that does not already sell.
Affiliates amplify a proven offer; they do not repair weak positioning, poor conversion or insufficient
margin.
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Get paid and keep clean records

South Africans can receive affiliate income, but the workable payout route depends on the programme
and your account. Confirm it before producing a large content campaign.

Use the payout check
Open the programme payout page before applying
Confirm South Africa is supported and identify the available method
Check the minimum balance, currency, timing and fees
Make sure your legal name and bank or payment details match
Save statements showing clicks, approved commission, reversals and payouts

Test a small withdrawal as soon as you become eligible

Examples of workable routes

Travelstart states that it pays approved affiliate commission directly into a bank account. Shopify uses
Impact, which supports ZAR among its partner withdrawal currencies. PartnerStack offers payout
providers that vary by country, so confirm the option displayed in your dashboard.

Tax in plain language

SARS states that affiliate commissions and other creator income are normally taxable and must be
declared. Keep platform statements, invoices, bank records and business expense records. If the
income becomes regular or material, ask a registered tax practitioner whether provisional tax, VAT or
another obligation applies to you.
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Build trust while you earn

The easiest long term rule is simple: help the reader first, disclose the commercial relationship clearly
and make claims you can support.

Use a plain disclosure

Website example. This page contains affiliate links. If you buy through one of these links, | may earn a
commission at no extra cost to you. | only recommend products | believe are relevant to this guide.

Short post example. Affiliate link. | may earn a commission if you buy through it.

Put trust into the content

Place the disclosure where people can notice it before acting on the link
Separate your experience from product claims supplied by the brand
Show meaningful strengths and limitations

Update or remove content when prices, features or availability change

Use clear labels such as Ad Sponsored or Affiliate where appropriate

South Africa's Advertising Regulatory Board says paid social media advertising should be clearly
identifiable and lists labels such as AD, Advertisement and Sponsored. A disclosure is not an apology. It
tells the audience how the business works.
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Your first thirty days

The goal is to publish enough focused work to learn whether the niche, traffic source and offers fit
together.

Week 1 choose

Write your audience problem product sentence
List thirty buyer questions
Shortlist three relevant programmes and verify payouts

Choose one main discovery channel and one home base

Week 2 build

Publish your about page and affiliate disclosure
Create one comparison, one tutorial and one honest review

Add tracking labels to each affiliate link

Week 3 distribute

Turn each main page into short videos or posts
Answer comments and collect the next buyer questions

Improve titles and openings that attract weak attention

Week 4 improve

Compare qualified clicks, conversion and approved commission
Expand the strongest topic into a series
Replace a weak offer or improve the decision content

Plan the next ten pages or videos from real audience questions
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Build an affiliate asset

Affiliate income becomes more dependable when useful content keeps attracting the same kind of
buyer and your recommendations remain current.

Your working checklist

I can name my audience and the buying problem | solve

| promote products | can explain and defend

| verified eligibility, payout and promotion terms

My content shows evidence and helps the reader choose
My disclosure is clear before the affiliate link

| track approved results instead of chasing vanity numbers
| keep income and expense records

| improve one focused content system every week

Choose one niche, one useful product and one buyer question today. Create the best answer you can,
publish it where that audience already searches and measure what happens. Then improve the answer
instead of jumping to another scheme.

Al inyour INOLAGY
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Sources and programme links

Programme details can change. Use these official pages to check the current application, terms and
payout information before you act.

Travelstart Affiliate Programme Open official page

Shopify Affiliate Programme Open official page

Shopify Affiliate Help Open official page

WordPress com Affiliate Programme Open official page

PartnerStack Partner Guide Open official page

Impact Supported Currencies Open official page

Amazon International Associates Programmes Open official page

WooCommerce Affiliate Program Documentation Open official page

WooCommerce Affiliate and Referral Documentation Open official page

AffiliateWP Documentation Open official page

SARS Guidance for Content Creators Open official page

Advertising Regulatory Board Social Media Code Open official page
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https://www.travelstart.co.za/lp/become-an-affiliate
https://www.shopify.com/affiliates
https://help.shopify.com/en/affiliates/about
https://wordpress.com/affiliates/
https://support.partnerstack.com/hc/en-us/articles/360009183474-Intro-to-PartnerStack
https://help.impact.com/other/reference-documentation/supported-currencies-and-timezones
https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/help/node/topic/GCE3F2NCVZLDFM6A
https://woocommerce.com/document/affiliate-program-for-woocommerce/
https://woocommerce.com/document/affiliate-and-referral/
https://affiliatewp.com/docs/
https://www.sars.gov.za/businesses-and-employers/small-businesses-taxpayers/social-media-influencers-and-content-creators/
https://www.arb.org.za/code-file-downloads/lappendix-k_social-media.pdf
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